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<tdƒcolspan=”2”><imgƒwidth=”180”ƒheight=”140”ƒalign=”left”
alt=”FeatureƒImg”><b>FeatureƒArticle</b><p>Loremƒipsum
dolorƒsitƒamet,ƒconsectetuerƒadipiscingƒelit,ƒsedƒdiem
nonummyƒnibhƒeuismodƒtinciduntƒutƒlacreetƒdoloreƒmagna
aliguamƒeratƒvolutpat.ƒUtƒwisisƒenimƒadƒminimƒveniam,ƒquis
nostrudƒexerciƒtutionƒullamcorperƒsuscipitƒlobortisƒnisl
utƒaliquipƒexƒeaƒcommodoƒconsequat.ƒLoremƒipsumƒdolorƒsitƒ
amet,ƒconsectetuerƒadipiscingƒelit,ƒsedƒdiemƒnonummyƒnibhƒ
euismodƒtinciduntƒutƒlacreetƒdoloreƒmagnaƒaliguamƒerat
volutpat.ƒUtƒwisisƒenimƒadƒminimƒveniam,ƒquisƒnostrud
exerciƒtutionƒullamcorperƒsuscipitƒlobortisƒnislƒut
aliquipƒexƒeaƒcommodoƒconsequat.</p></td><tdƒrowspan=”2”
width=”25%”ƒalign=”center”>
<b>LinkedƒAds</b>
<p><imgƒwidth=”80”ƒheight=”80”ƒalt=”adƒ1”></p>
<p><imgƒwidth=”80”ƒheight=”80”ƒalt=”adƒ2”></p>
<p><imgƒwidth=”80”ƒheight=”80”ƒalt=”adƒ3”></p>
</td></tr>
<trƒvalign=”top”><tdƒwidth=”25%”><b>NewsƒColumnƒ1</b><p>
Loremƒipsumƒdolorƒsitƒamet,ƒconsectetuerƒadipiscingƒelit,ƒ
sedƒdiemƒnonummyƒnibhƒeuismodƒtinciduntƒutƒlacreetƒdoloreƒ
magnaƒaliguamƒeratƒvolutpat.ƒUtƒwisisƒenimƒadƒminim
veniam,ƒquisƒnostrudƒexerciƒtutionƒullamcorperƒsuscipit
lobortisƒnislƒutƒaliquipƒexƒeaƒcommodoƒconsequat.</p></td>
<tdƒwidth=”25%”><b>NewsƒColumnƒ2</b><p>Loremƒipsumƒdolor
sitƒamet,ƒconsectetuerƒadipiscingƒelit,ƒsedƒdiemƒnonummy
nibhƒeuismodƒtinciduntƒutƒlacreetƒdoloreƒmagnaƒaliguam
eratƒvolutpat.ƒUtƒwisisƒenimƒadƒminimƒveniam,ƒquisƒnostrud
exerciƒtutionƒullamcorperƒsuscipitƒlobortisƒnislƒut
aliquipƒexeaƒcommodoƒconsequat.</p></td></tr>
</table>
</body>
</html>

EVALUATING EXAMPLES OF PAGE TEMPLATES

The following templates cover a variety of page layout needs.You may choose to stack
different templates on top of each other for more complex layouts. Note that in these
examples, the deprecated height attribute gives the blank tables some vertical height.
Normally you remove this attribute and let the content determine the height of the table.

Two-column Template
Figure 5-32 shows a typical two-column template. The left cell is for navigation, the
right cell for content. This template is well suited for lengthier text content.You can
adjust the width of the table to constrain the text width.
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<tableƒwidth=”750”ƒheight=”250”ƒborder>
<tr>
<tdƒwidth=”20%”>Columnƒ1</td>ƒ
<td>Columnƒ2</td>ƒ
</tr>
</table>ƒ

Two-column with Banner Template
Figure 5-33 shows a basic two-column template with an additional column span in the
first row.You can use the banner row for logos, navigation graphics, or banner ads.

<tableƒwidth=”750”ƒborder>
<tr><tdƒcolspan=”2”ƒheight=”50”>Banner</td></tr>
<tr><tdƒheight=”250”ƒwidth=”20%”>Columnƒ1</td><td>Column
2</td></tr>
</table> 

Three-column Template
Figure 5-34 shows a three-column template, which can be used to contain plain text or
a variety of mixed content. The outer columns can be used for links, advertising, or
related content.You can adjust the width of the cells to suit your content.

Figure 5-32 Two-column template
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Figure 5-34 Three-column template

Figure 5-33 Two-column with banner template
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<tableƒwidth=”750”ƒheight=”300”ƒborder>
<tr>
<tdƒwidth=”20%”>Columnƒ1</td>ƒ
<tdƒwidth=”60%”>Columnƒ2</td>ƒ
<tdƒwidth=”20%”>Columnƒ3</td>
</tr>
</table>

Three-column with Banner Template
Figure 5-35 shows the addition of a banner to the three-column layout. This layout
works well as a top-level page of a section or an entire Web site. The columnar struc-
ture lends itself to scanning rather than reading.

<tableƒwidth=”750”ƒborder>
<tr><tdƒheight=”50”ƒcolspan=”3”>Banner</td></tr>
<tr><tdƒheight=”250”ƒwidth=”20%”>Columnƒ1</td>ƒ
<tdƒwidth=”60%”>Columnƒ2</td>
<tdƒwidth=”20%”>Columnƒ3</td>
</tr>
</table>ƒ

Figure 5-35 Three-column with banner template
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Three-column Sectioned Template
Figure 5-36 shows the right and center columns divided into four content areas. Use
this template when you want to provide the user a choice between a variety of topics
or sections.You can place navigation information in the left column.You most likely
would use this template as a top-level page.

<tableƒwidth=”750”ƒheight=”300”ƒborder>
<tr>
<tdƒrowspan=”2”ƒwidth=”20%”>Columnƒ1</td>ƒ
<td>Columnƒ2-Top</td>ƒ
<td>Columnƒ3-Top</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Columnƒ2-Bottom</td>
<td>Columnƒ3-Bottom</td>
</tr>
</table>

Three-column Main Sectioned Template
Figure 5-37 shows the center column divided into two content areas. Another variety
of a top-level page, this one lets you break up the primary area of the screen into two
sections. Left and right columns can be used for navigation or associated links.

Figure 5-36 Three-column sectioned template
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<tableƒwidth=”750”ƒheight=”300”ƒborder>
<tr>
<tdƒwidth=”15%”ƒrowspan=”2”>Columnƒ1</td>ƒ
<tdƒwidth=”70%”>Columnƒ2-A</td>ƒ
<tdƒwidth=”15%”ƒrowspan=”2”>Columnƒ3</td>
</tr>
<tr>ƒ
<td>Columnƒ2-B</td>
</tr>
</table>

CHAPTER SUMMARY

Tables are one of the Web designer’s best design tools. Once you master tables, you can
build page templates and position content anywhere on a Web page.Tables can be tricky,
so remember the following points:

❒ To build effective page templates, you must be familiar with the HTML table ele-
ments and attributes, including the <table>, <caption>, and <th> elements and
global, row-level, and cell-level attributes.

❒ Plan your tables by sketching them out on paper first.Then create a page template
that includes a design for tables.

Figure 5-37 Three-column main sectioned template
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Review Questions 165

❒ When designing HTML tables, write table code that is easy to read, remove extra
spaces, and choose whether to center, stack, or nest tables.

❒ Use fixed table widths if you want to determine the size of your page rather than
letting the browser determine the width.

❒ Use relative widths if you want to build tables that resize with the browser window,
wrapping your content to fit.

❒ Work on your pages with the table borders turned on, which display the cell
boundaries.When you are finished with your layout, turn the borders off.

❒ Size your tables based on the page size you want to create. Use 800 � 600 as your
base screen resolution. In most cases you set the width but not the height of your
tables, allowing the content to flow down the page.

❒ Test your work.Table settings, especially cell widths and heights, can vary based on
the user’s browser.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Name three print-based design structures that Web designers can duplicate

with tables.

2. What are the three basic table elements?

3. What table element presents its content as bold and centered?

4. What attribute can you use with the <caption> element?

5. What are the three levels of table structure?

6. What attribute would you use to adjust spacing between table cells?

7. What attribute would you use to adjust spacing within table cells?

8. In the following code, which attribute takes precedence?

<trƒvalign=”top”><tdƒvalign=”middle”>Cellƒ1</td><td>Cell
2</td></tr>

9. Which attribute lets you color the background of a cell?

10. What value should colspan equal in the following code?

<tr><td>R1C1</td><td>R1C2</td><td>R1C3</td></tr>
<tr><td>R2C1</td><tdƒcolspan=ƒ>R2C2</td></tr>

11. Write the code for a table that fills 75% of the browser window.

12. What is the major disadvantage of relative-width tables?

13. Write the code to remove the default spacing from a table.

14. Why would you want to remove the default spacing from a table?

15. How do extra character spaces affect a table?
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16. What is the best way to center a table?

17. What are the benefits of stacking tables?

18. What are two rules for setting column widths in a table?

19. What attribute lets you align content to the top of a cell?

20. What is the difference between removing the border attribute and setting
border="0"?

HANDS-ON PROJECTS

1. Browse the Web and find Web sites that use page templates.You will see the use of
templates in Web sites that have a consistent page design across multiple pages of
the site.

a. Create a sketch of a page from the Web site that depicts your idea of the page
template.

b. Examine the code to see how the template was actually built.

c. Compare and contrast your method with the designer’s method of building the
template.

2. Practice building test pages.

a. Using one of the template examples from this chapter, build a mock-up of a
finished page using test content.

b. Test the page in multiple browsers and note any differences in the way the
content is displayed.

3. Surf the Web and find examples of Web sites that use fixed tables. Describe why
you think the designers chose a fixed layout for the content.

4. Surf the Web and find examples of Web sites that use relative tables. Describe why
you think the designers chose a relative layout for the content.

5. Choose an example template from the Principles of Web Design Companion Web
site and fill it with test content.

a. Set the width to 100%.

b. Test the results in multiple browsers and at multiple resolutions.

c. Note any display problems and suggest how you might solve the problems.

6. Create a seamless navigation bar using a table to hold the graphics together. Use
the navigation graphics from the Principles of Web Design Companion Web site
or choose your own graphics.
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Case Project 167

7. Describe two ways that multiple tables can affect the way your pages download.

8. Build a template that meets the following criteria:

❒ Fills the screen at 800 � 600 resolution without showing a horizontal scroll bar

❒ Builds a three-column layout

❒ Contains a banner cell that spans the layout

❒ Fixes content independent of browser size

CASE PROJECT

Design the page templates for the different information levels of your Web site. Create
sketches for each template and describe why the templates fit your content.

You will find all of the page templates shown in this chapter on the Companion 
Web site. Use these templates as starting points for your Web pages. Adapt the page
templates to your own needs or build your page templates from scratch. Test the page
templates with content in different browsers to make sure that they are displayed
properly.

Once your templates test properly, start to build the files for your Web site by copying
the templates to individual files and naming them to match your flowchart from
Chapter 3.
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