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To style the headline:

1. Write a style rule that selects the headline class. Set the font family to Arial
and use font substitution to ensure that Arial, Helvetica, or the default sans-
serif font applies.

<style type=”text/css”>
.bannerƒ{font-size:ƒ4em;ƒfont-style:ƒitalic;}
.taglineƒ{font-family:ƒmonospace;ƒfont-weight:ƒbold;}
.headlineƒ{font-family:ƒarial,ƒhelvetica,ƒsans-serif;}ƒ
</style>

2. Add more properties to the rule. Set the font size to 2.5 times the size of the
default font. Set text align to center and set the line height to 2.5 em.
Because this style rule is more complex, you can place the properties on sep-
arate lines to make the rule easier to read, as shown in the following code:

<style type=”text/css”>
.bannerƒ{font-size:ƒ4em;ƒfont-style:ƒitalic;}
.taglineƒ{font-family:ƒmonospace;ƒfont-weight:ƒbold;}
.headlineƒ{font-family:ƒarial,ƒhelvetica,ƒsans-serif;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒfont-size:ƒ2.5em;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒtext-align:ƒcenter;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒline-height:ƒ2.5em;}
</style>

3. Finally, set the letter spacing to .25 em to provide extra white space between
the headline letters to make the headline more legible. Note the closing curly
bracket is now on its own line.

<style type=”text/css”>
.bannerƒ{font-size:ƒ4em;ƒfont-style:ƒitalic;}
.taglineƒ{font-family:ƒmonospace;ƒfont-weight:ƒbold;}
.headlineƒ{font-family:ƒarial,ƒhelvetica,ƒsans-serif;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒfont-size:ƒ2.5em;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒtext-align:ƒcenter;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒline-height:ƒ2.5em;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒletter-spacing:ƒ.25em;
}
</style>

4. Locate the headline text within the file. Remove the <h1> elements high-
lighted in the following code:

<!-- Second Row contains headline-->
<tr>
<tdƒcolspan=”3”>
<h1ƒalign=”center”>WebƒDevelopersƒEmbraceƒCSS</h1></td>
</tr>
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5. Replace the <h1> elements with <div> elements. Set the class attribute to
“headline”, as shown in the following code:

<div class=”headline”>Web Developers Embrace CSS</div>

Figure 7-20 shows the result of the style rule.The line height and letter
spacing add distinctive white space to the text, setting it off from the rest of
the page.

Styling the Subhead
The subhead mimics the headline style, but on a smaller scale. It also uses Arial as the
primary font family, with Helvetica and sans-serif as substitutes.

Figure 7-20 The headline style

Completed headline style
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To style the subhead:

1. Write a style rule that selects the subhead class. Set the font family to Arial
and use font substitution to ensure that Arial, Helvetica, or the default sans-
serif font applies.

<style type=”text/css”>
.bannerƒ{font-size:ƒ4em;ƒfont-style:ƒitalic;}
.taglineƒ{font-family:ƒmonospace;ƒfont-weight:ƒbold;}
.headlineƒ{font-family:ƒarial,ƒhelvetica,ƒsans-serif;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒfont-size:ƒ2.5em;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒtext-align:ƒcenter;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒline-height:ƒ2.5em;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒletter-spacing:ƒ.25em;
}
.subheadƒ{font-family:ƒarial,ƒhelvetica,ƒsans-serif;}ƒ
</style>

2. Set font size to 1.5 times the default font size. Set text align to center and set
the line height to 1.75 em, as shown in the following rule:

<style type=”text/css”>
.bannerƒ{font-size:ƒ4em;ƒfont-style:ƒitalic;}
.taglineƒ{font-family:ƒmonospace;ƒfont-weight:ƒbold;}
.headlineƒ{font-family:ƒarial,ƒhelvetica,ƒsans-serif;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒfont-size:ƒ2.5em;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒtext-align:ƒcenter;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒline-height:ƒ2.5em;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒletter-spacing:ƒ.25em;
}
.subheadƒ{font-family:ƒarial,ƒhelvetica,ƒsans-serif;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒfont-size:ƒ1.5em;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒtext-align:ƒcenter;ƒ
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒline-height:ƒ1.75em;
}
</style>

3. Locate the subhead text within the file. Remove the <h2> elements high-
lighted in the following code:

<!-- Third Row contains sub-head -->
<tr><tdƒcolspan=”3”>
<h2ƒalign=”center”>Simpleƒsyntax,ƒpowerfulƒdesignƒtoolƒ
</h2></td>
</tr>

4. Replace the <h2> elements with <div> elements. Set the class attribute to
“subhead”, as shown in the following code:

<div class=”subhead”>Simple syntax, powerful design
tool</div>

Figure 7-21 shows the result of the style rule.
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Styling the Body Copy
The body copy is the article text in the columns. This text is displayed using the
browser’s default font.You will write a style rule to enhance the legibility of the text.

To style the body copy:

1. Write a style rule that selects the copy class. Set the line-height property to
1.25 em to aid the legibility of the text.

2. Set the text-indent property to 2 em to set an indent for each paragraph.The
style rule follows:

.copy {line-height: 1.25em; text-indent: 2em;}

3. Locate the <p> elements that contain the body copy.

Figure 7-21 The subhead style

Completed subhead style
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Creating a Font and Text Properties Style Sheet 227

4. Add class attributes to the <p> elements and specify “copy” as the attribute
value, as shown in the following sample paragraph:

<pƒclass=”copy”>Styleƒsheetsƒaccomplishƒtheƒseparationƒof
contentƒandƒstyleƒthatƒisƒintegralƒtoƒtheƒopenƒnatureƒof
dataƒonƒtheƒweb.ƒCurrently,ƒwebƒpageƒcodeƒmixesƒbothƒ
documentƒstructureƒinformationƒandƒbrowser-basedƒ
displayƒproperties,ƒlimitingƒtheƒcross-platformƒ
compatibilityƒofƒtheƒcontent.</p>

Figure 7-22 shows the result of the style rule.

Adding a small caps Span
The final style to add is a <span> element that contains the first few words of the arti-
cle.You will use the font-variant property to set the words in small capitals.

Figure 7-22 The copy style

Completed copy style
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To style the banner class:

1. Locate the first few words in the first paragraph of the article, as shown in the
following code:

<pƒclass=”copy”>CascadingƒStyleƒSheetsƒ(CSS)ƒisƒaƒstyleƒ
languageƒforƒtheƒweb.ƒItƒusesƒcommonƒprintingƒandƒ
displayƒterminologyƒtoƒallowƒHTMLƒandƒXMLƒauthorsƒ
controlƒoverƒtheƒwayƒwebƒpagesƒlook.</p>

2. Add the <span> element around the selected words, as shown in the
following code:

<pƒclass=”copy”><span>CascadingƒStyleƒSheetsƒ(CSS)</span>
isƒaƒstyleƒlanguageƒforƒtheƒweb.ƒItƒusesƒcommonƒ
printingƒandƒdisplayƒterminologyƒtoƒallowƒHTMLƒandƒXMLƒ
authorsƒcontrolƒoverƒtheƒwayƒwebƒpagesƒlook.</p>

3. Add the style rule in a style attribute to the <span> element. Set the font-
variant property to small caps, as shown below:

<pƒclass=”copy”><spanƒstyle=”font-variant:ƒsmall-caps;”>
CascadingƒStyleƒSheetsƒ(CSS)</span>ƒisƒaƒstyleƒ
languageƒforƒtheƒweb.ƒItƒusesƒcommonƒprintingƒandƒ
displayƒterminologyƒtoƒallowƒHTMLƒandƒXMLƒauthorsƒ
controlƒoverƒtheƒwayƒwebƒpagesƒlook.</p>

Figure 7-23 shows the result of the font-variant property.

The finished Web page is shown in Figure 7-24.

Figure 7-23 Adding small capitals

Completed small-caps style
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Chapter Summary 229

CHAPTER SUMMARY

You can use Cascading Style Sheets to manipulate a variety of text properties and achieve
professional-quality typography on your Web site. Keep the following points in mind:

❒ Use type to communicate information structure. Be sparing with your type
choices; use fonts consistently and design for legibility.

❒ Remember that XHTML text downloads faster than graphics-based text. Use
XHTML text whenever possible.

❒ Use browser-safe fonts that appear as consistently as possible across operating systems.

❒ Standardize your styles by building external style sheets and linking them to multiple
documents.

❒ Test your work. Different browsers and computing platforms render text in differ-
ent sizes.

subhead class

banner class

headline class

copy class

tagline class

Figure 7-24 The finished Web page
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❒ Use type effectively by choosing available fonts and sizes. Design for legibility and
use text to communicate information about the structure of your material.

❒ Choose the correct measurement unit based on the destination medium. For the
computer screen, ems, pixels, or percentage measurements can scale to the user’s
preferences.

❒ Use the font properties to control the look of your letter forms. Specify font substi-
tution values to ensure that your text is displayed properly across different platforms.

❒ Use the text-spacing properties to create more visually interesting and legible text.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. What is the default browser font?

2. What does the browser do if you specify a font that is not stored on a user’s
computer?

3. What are two drawbacks to the use of graphics-based text?

4. What are the three types of CSS measurement units?

5. What is the best destination for absolute units of measurement?

6. Why would you use relative or percentage values for a Web page?

7. What is the size of the em?

8. What determines the size of a pixel?

9. What is the advantage of the generic font families?

10. Write a font-family substitution string that selects Arial, Helvetica, or any sans-
serif font for a <p> element.

11. Write a style rule for an <h2> element that specifies bold text that is twice the
size of the default font size.

12. Write a rule specifying that <p> elements appear as 14-point text with 20-point
leading.

13. Write a rule specifying that <i> elements are displayed in red only when they
appear within <p> elements.

14. Write a rule defining a division named “note”. Specify 12-point bold Arial text
on a yellow background.

15. What three white-space areas can you affect with style rules?

16. Write a style rule to create a white-on-black reverse <h1> heading.

17. Write a style rule for a <p> element with a 24-point hanging indent and a 
30-pixel margin on the left and right sides.

18. Rewrite the following rule using the font shortcut property:
blockquote {font-style: italic; font-size: 12pt; 
line-height: 18pt; font-family: times, serif;} 
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19. What is a benefit of increasing the standard text line height?

20. What is the size of the text indent and line height in the following style rule?

pƒ{font-size:ƒ12pt;ƒtext-indent:ƒ3em;ƒline-height:ƒ150%;}

HANDS-ON PROJECTS

1. Modify an existing HTML document to use Cascading Style Sheets.

a. Build styles using the existing standard HTML elements in the file.

b. Test the work in multiple browsers to verify that all styles are portable.

c. Remove the files and place them in an external style sheet.

d. Link the HTML file to the style sheet.Test to make sure the file is displayed properly.

2. Modify an existing HTML document to use Cascading Style Sheets.

a. Decide on logical divisions for the document.

b. Give the divisions class names.

c. Write style rules for the divisions.

d. Apply the styles to the divisions using <div> or <span>.

e. Test your work.

3. Modify an existing HTML document to use Cascading Style Sheets.Test your
work in an older browser, such as Netscape Navigator 3.0, which does not sup-
port style sheets.You can download older versions of browsers from
www.browsers.com.

4. Browse the Web for examples of good typography.Write a short design critique
of whether the type works effectively on the Web sites you find and why.

5. Browse the Web for examples of poor typography.Write a short design critique of
why the type is confusing or misleading to the user. Save and print screen shots of
the sample Web pages to accompany your critique.

6. In this project you have a chance to test the font and text properties on para-
graphs of text. Save and view the file in your browser after completing each step.

a. Using your XHTML editor, create a simple HTML file (or open an existing
file) that contains multiple <p> elements and so on. Save the file in your
Chapter07 folder as fonts1.htm.

b. Add a <style> element to the <head> section as shown in the following code:

<head>
<title>CSSƒTestƒDocument</title>
<styleƒtype=”text/css”>

</style>
</head>
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c. Write a style rule that uses p as a selector and sets the font family to a sans-
serif font.You can use a generic font family or choose one of the fonts avail-
able on your computer.

d. Specify a list of alternate fonts to ensure that your font choice is displayed
properly across a range of computers.

e. Specify a text indent for the <p> elements. Use the em value as the measure-
ment unit.

f. Add the line-height property to the style rule. Experiment with different line
heights until you find one that you feel enhances the legibility of the para-
graph text.

CASE PROJECT

Design the type hierarchy for your Case Project Web site. Create a type specification
HTML page that shows examples of the different typefaces and sizes and how they will
be used. This can be a mock-up page that uses generic content but demonstrates the
overall typographic scheme. Consider the following questions:

❒ What will be the style for the body type?  

❒ How many levels of headings are necessary?

❒ What are the different weights and sizes of the headings?

❒ How will text be emphasized?

❒ Will hypertext links be standard or custom colors? 
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