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3. Save sample form.htm, close it, and then view the file in the browser.The
complete form should now look like Figure 10-21.

The complete code for the page follows:

<html>
<head>
<title>WonderƒSoftwareƒOnlineƒJobƒSearchƒForm</title>
</head>
<body>

Figure 10-21 The completed form
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<h1>WonderƒSoftwareƒOnlineƒJobƒSearch</h1>

<formƒaction="enterƒurlƒhere"ƒmethod=”post”>

<fieldset>
<legend>ContactƒInformation</legend>
Name:<br><inputƒsize=”30”ƒname=”name”/><br>
Email:<br><inputƒsize=”30”ƒname=”email”/><br>
Phone:<br><inputƒsize=”30”ƒname=”phone”/>
</fieldset>ƒ

<h3>
SelectƒYourƒTargetƒJobƒTitleƒ(chooseƒone):</h3>

<inputƒtype=”checkbox”ƒname=”jobtitle”ƒvalue=”ae”/>ƒAccoun
tƒExecutive<br>

<inputƒtype=”checkbox”ƒname=”jobtitle”ƒvalue=”bd”/>ƒBusines
sDevelopmentƒ<br>

<inputƒtype=”checkbox”ƒname=”jobtitle”ƒvalue=”is”/>ƒInside
ƒSales<br>

<inputƒtype=”checkbox”ƒname=”jobtitle”ƒvalue=”sm”/>ƒSalesƒ
Manager<br>

<inputƒtype=”checkbox”ƒname=”jobtitle”ƒvalue=”vp”/>ƒVPƒSales

<p>
Selectƒtheƒtypeƒofƒpositionƒyouƒdesire:

<selectƒname=”position”>ƒ

<option>Part-timeƒcontract</option>

<option>Full-timeƒcontract</option>

<option>Part-timeƒpermanent</option>

<option>Full-timeƒpermanent</option>

</select>ƒ

</p>
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<p>
Areƒyouƒwillingƒtoƒrelocate?ƒ<br>
Yesƒ<inputƒtype=”radio”ƒvalue=”yes”ƒname=”relocate”/>ƒ
Noƒ<inputƒtype=”radio”ƒvalue=”no”ƒname=”relocate”/>

</p>
<br>
<inputƒtype="submit"ƒvalue=”Sendƒyourƒinfo”/>
<inputƒtype=”reset”ƒvalue=”Clearƒtheƒform”/>
</form>
</body>
</html>

Testing the Form
Test the form by connecting to the Internet, adding sample data, and submitting the
form information.This form is processed using a CGI script that is stored on the Online
Companion Web site server. The script is a program that processes the user-submitted
data and returns a response in the form of an HTML page.

The script validates the information sent by the user and returns an error message if the
data is not correct. For example, the script checks the following conditions:

■ All of the form fields must have data.

■ All of the text fields are limited to 255 characters.The script strips out any-
thing that is not a letter, number, or special character needed for an e-mail or
phone number.

■ The values for job title and position must match the values from the example
exactly.

■ If the user fails to select any job titles, the script returns an error.

To test the form:

1. Make sure you are connected to the Internet.

2. Open the file sample form.htm in your browser.

3. Enter test data into the form fields as shown in Figure 10-22.
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4. Click the submit button to send the test data to the Web server. If you have
completed the form correctly, the Web server should return your results in an
HTML page, as shown in the Figure 10-23. (Note that none of the data you
submit is being collected.)

Figure 10-22 The HTML form with sample data
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5. Retest the form by entering different data and making different choices, such
as changing your relocation choice or leaving a field blank.Test the form to
see the different responses.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

A usable form interface is the result of choosing the correct form elements for the type
of data you are requesting and designing a clear and readable form. Keep the following
points in mind:

❒ You need to work with some type of server-based software program to process the
data from your form. An HTML form is the interface for the user to enter data,
and the data processing is performed on the server using applications that usually
reside in the Common Gateway Interface (CGI).

❒ The <form> element is the container for creating a form. A form has a number of
attributes that describe how the form data is handled, such as action, which often
specifies the URL of a CGI script file to process the form data.

❒ You have a variety of form elements to choose from when building a form.The
<input> element defines many of the form input object types. Use the correct type
of input object for the type of data you are gathering. For example, use check
boxes for multiple-choice questions. For a long list of choices, use a select list.

Figure 10-23 The HTML return page compiled from the form data 10
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❒ The <fieldset> and <legend> elements let you create more visually appealing
forms that have logical groupings of input elements with a title.

❒ Most forms should be formatted to improve their legibility.The most basic format-
ting elements are <br> and <p>, which place form elements on separate lines and
add white space.You can avoid the ragged look of forms by placing them within
tables to control the alignment of <input> elements.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Where does the form processing software usually reside?

2. What are the five commonly supported form elements?

3. What does the action attribute in the <form> element contain?

4. What are the two possible values of the <form> method attribute?

5. How can you group multiple check boxes together?

6. How are radio buttons different from check boxes?

7. How do you control the length of a user’s entry in a text <input> element?

8. How do you enter default text in a text <input> element?

9. How do you force a check box to be selected by default?

10. What button must be included with every form?

11. How do you change the default button image for the submit button?

12. What input type lets the user attach a file to the form data?

13. What is the security problem with the password input type?

14. What are the two types of select lists?

15. What attributes let you specify the width and height of the <textarea> element?

HANDS-ON PROJECTS

1. In this project, you will build text box form elements.

a. In your HTML editor, open the file blank_form.htm in the Chapter10
folder in your work folder.

b. Save the file as textbox.htm in the same location.

c. Examine the code.The file contains only the default HTML elements and an
empty <form> element.
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d. Build the form shown in Figure 10-24. Refer to the following table for each
form element’s attribute values.

Name Size Max length

Street 20 35

City 20 35

State 2 35

Zip 10 35

2. In this project, you will build check box form elements.

a. In your HTML editor, open the file blank_form.htm in the Chapter10
folder in your work folder.

b. Save the file as checkbox.htm in the same location.

c. Examine the code.The file contains only the default HTML elements and an
empty <form> element.

d. Build the form shown in Figure 10-25.

e. Group the check boxes with a name attribute set to “flavor”.

Figure 10-24 Form with text boxes
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3. In this project, you will build radio button form elements.

a. In your HTML editor, open the file blank_form.htm in the Chapter10
folder in your work folder.

b. Save the file as radio.htm in the same location.

c. Examine the code.The file contains only the default HTML elements and an
empty <form> element.

d. Build the form shown in Figure 10-26.

e. Make sure that “Yes” is the selected option.

f. Group the radio buttons with a name attribute set to “offer”.

Figure 10-26 Form with radio buttons

Figure 10-25 Form with check boxes
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4. In this project, you will build a text area form element.

a. In your HTML editor, open the file blank_form.htm in the Chapter10
folder in your work folder.

b. Save the file as textarea.htm in the same location.

c. Examine the code.The file contains only the default HTML elements and an
empty <form> element.

d. Build the form shown in Figure 10-27.The text area is 6 rows by 35 columns.

5. In this project, you will build a select form element.

a. In your HTML editor, open the file blank_form.htm in the Chapter10
folder in your work folder.

b. Save the file as select.htm in the same location.

c. Examine the code.The file contains only the default HTML elements and an
empty <form> element.

d. Build the form shown in Figure 10-28.

Figure 10-27 Form with text area
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CASE PROJECT

Build a user feedback form for your project Web site.You can refer to the sample
feedback form in Chapter 3 for ideas. Customize the types of questions you ask to
match the content of your site. Create both scaled questions and open-ended questions
for your users. For example, ask users to rate the navigation of your site on a scale of
1 to 5, and also include a text area input where they write about their experience of
navigating your Web site. Although you will not be able to activate the form (because
you don’t have an appropriate script to process the data), you can demonstrate the types
of questions you would ask users to find out more about their habits when they visit
your site.

Figure 10-28 Form with list box
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